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A Judge Roy Bean Ethos Too Often 
Guides Judiciary
February 15, 2006; Page A17

In regard to your Feb. 9 and Feb. 10 editorials "Abolish FISA" and 
"President Kollar-Kotelly": As a practicing lawyer for 40 years, I 
believe the idea of entrusting any aspect of our national security to 
the judiciary is absurd. In both federal and state courts, it is 
tantamount to "Law West of the Pecos by Judge Roy Bean." In 
Bean's court, the law was what he said it was; in 21st century 
courts that attitude is still too often true of arbitrary decisions by an 
unchecked judiciary. Our Founding Fathers gave scant attention to 
providing necessary checks, which has come back to haunt us.

Also, because of the enormous case backlog in our federal courts, 
too often young law clerks are making decisions that judges should 
make, which is outrageous and irresponsible. Thus it is not 
surprising to realize how little some federal judges know about the 
cases that are before them -- for example, when oral arguments 
occur.

Equally disturbing is the fact that some members of the federal 
judiciary seem to believe that both the executive and legislative 
branches of government are subservient to the judiciary. This 
merely reflects the fact that far too often judges are arrogant, 
self-righteous, condescending and incompetent, and seem to enjoy 
abusing the power of their offices.

Thus, the conclusion of "Abolish FISA" -- which may shock some 
people, certainly the judiciary -- seems totally appropriate: "Far 
from expanding FISA, Congress could best serve the country by 
abolishing it." Americans will rue the day they entrusted national 
security to an unelected, unchecked judiciary that is ill-equipped to 
prevent another 9/11.

Timothy D. Naegele
Washington

        
 

Sponsored by

Article Search

 
Advanced Search

Quotes & Research

 
Symbol(s) Name



WSJ.com - A Judge Roy Bean Ethos Too Often Guides Judiciary http://online.wsj.com/article/SB113996987966574258-search.html?...

2 of 5 5/1/06 5:38 AM

• Hedge Funds Bet Billions on Movies

Personalized Home Page Setup
Put headlines on your homepage 
about the companies, industries and 
topics that interest you most.

 

 
Return To Top

ADVERTISERS LINKS  |  WHAT'S THIS?

Free Options Workshops
Free Options Workshop is now coming to Atlanta - May 9th, 10th and 11th. Sign up now; limited space available!
www.asseenontvnetwork.com

Buy Stocks Online at Scottrade
We have $7 stock trades at Scottrade. No account inactivity or maintenance fees. Open an account for only $500. Click
here and apply today.
www.scottrade.com

Mortgage Rates as Low as 2.9%
Up to 4 free quotes - fast! Compare and choose the best rate. No obligation! Bad credit okay.
www.homeloantrust.com



WSJ.com - A Judge Roy Bean Ethos Too Often Guides Judiciary http://online.wsj.com/article/SB113996987966574258-search.html?...

3 of 5 5/1/06 5:38 AM

Dow Jones Sites

Customer Service

 • The Online Journal

 • The Print Edition

 • Contact Us

 • Site Map

 • Help

 • Subscribe

Advertiser Links

Featured Advertiser 

Accenture Presents
"High Performance"

A Special Ad Section. 

Click Here ...

Manage Your Software 
Assets

DWS Scudder is here.

Boardroom ConnectionA 
Forum For Leadership 
Through Technology 
Innovation

Incredible !ndia: Where 
Diversity Delights.

New HP Workstations 
for Financial Markets

NASDAQ Presents 
"QQQ" Diversify your 
portfolio.

Investor Resource 
Center

Work anywhere, 
anytime. Simdesk lets 
you securely.

CIGNA presents an 
archive of WSJ 
health-care articles.

Porsche Presents: An 
archive of articles from 
the Online Journal.

Work anywhere, 
anytime. Simdesk lets 
you securely. Free trial 
at simdesk.com/signup

 • StartupJournal

 • OpinionJournal

 • CollegeJournal

 • CareerJournal

 • RealEstateJournal

 • MarketWatch

 • Barron's Online

 

 
 



WSJ.com - A Judge Roy Bean Ethos Too Often Guides Judiciary http://online.wsj.com/article/SB113996987966574258-search.html?...

4 of 5 5/1/06 5:38 AM



WSJ.com - A Judge Roy Bean Ethos Too Often Guides Judiciary http://online.wsj.com/article/SB113996987966574258-search.html?...

5 of 5 5/1/06 5:38 AM

Subscribe   Log In   Take a Tour   Contact Us   Help   Email Setup   Customer Service: Online | Print

Privacy Policy   Subscriber Agreement & Terms of Use   Mobile Devices   RSS Feeds

  News Licensing   Advertising   About Dow Jones

Copyright © 2006 Dow Jones & Company, Inc. All Rights Reserved


