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 By Timothy D. Naegele[1]

The job for Republicans between now and November of 2010 will be to elect opponents of ObamaCare—
which means opponents of Barack Obama—and undo the election results of 2008 and what they wrought.
 A growing number of Americans believe they were sold a far-Leftist in “sheep’s clothing,” instead of a
relatively-moderate centrist[2], so the task should not be a daunting one at all.

Independents comprise about 35 percent of the American electorate[3], and their ranks may grow even
larger in the years to come. They do not care much about either the Republican or Democrat parties. Enough
of them hated George W. Bush, and were not enamored with John McCain, that they gave the White House
to Obama. Now, enough may turn against the Democrats and Obama to hand victories of a similar
magnitude to the GOP.

Obama and the Democrats misread the election results of 2008.  The price they pay in the future may be
staggering—and reminiscent of the sea changes that took place in 1968 when Lyndon Johnson was
effectively run out of the White House and prevented from seeking reelection, and in 1980 when the Reagan
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“Revolution” swept into Washington and threw out Jimmy Carter and his ilk.

For many Americans, Ross Perot’s candidacy in 1992 was a breath of fresh air; however, he turned out to
be nothing more than a flash in the pan, and he failed to produce anything lasting.  He seemed more
enamored with himself than in building a viable and sustainable Independent movement.  In the final
analysis, all he accomplished was to deny George H.W. Bush a second term—for deep-seated reasons that
are best known to Perot and Bush—and hand the presidency to Bill Clinton.

As the ranks of Independents continue to grow if not swell, it is unlikely that they will be driven by another
“savior” like Perot. Most Independents do not have lasting allegiances to either party, albeit most have come
from one party or the other—or perhaps both, as I did. They will be seeking like-minded candidates from
the “Tea Party” movement or wherever they can be found; and ultimately politicians will not be afraid of
running as Independents and defying both established parties.

Some day in the not too distant future, we will see an Independent president; and both houses of Congress
will have more and more Independents who are proud to identify themselves as such.  In turn, this may
draw both the Republican and Democrat parties toward the center, as they vie for the support of voters, and
jettison the extremist elements in their ranks.

First, we witnessed a turning away from the GOP because of Bush, the war in Iraq and the economy. Next,
we may witness the abandonment of Obama and the Dems.[4] At some point, there will be a breakdown of
our two-party political system; and ObamaCare may have served as an important stepping stone toward
achieving that result, and thrusting Independents into the forefront of American politics.

© 2010, Timothy D. Naegele

[1] Timothy D. Naegele was counsel to the U.S. Senate Banking Committee, and chief of staff to
Presidential Medal of Freedom and Congressional Gold Medal recipient and former U.S. Senator Edward
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[2] See, e.g., http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2009/12/05/is-barack-obama-a-racist/

[3] See, e.g., http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Independent_(voter)
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