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Sarah And Todd Palin: The Big Winners?
12 11 2010

 By Timothy D. Naegele[1]

The biggest winners in the 2010 American elections may prove to be former Vice Presidential candidate and
Alaska Governor Sarah Palin, and her husband Todd.  She became the darling of the Tea Party movement,
which energized the moribund Republican Party and may decide its future—and that of its “establishment.”
 While there is a long list of other potentially-strong GOP candidates, the often-outspoken Sarah Palin has
“caught fire” and connects with her audiences like few politicians can.[2] Barack Obama did this prior to
the 2008 elections, but he has lost his luster and credibility, and faded.[3]

Palin has established herself as a force to be feared and reckoned with in Republican politics, and is
formidable.  As Michael D. Shear noted in the New York Times:

Ms. Palin wasn’t on any ballot. But the self-described “Mama Grizzly” had plenty at stake  . . .
 as she sought to bolster her credentials as the Republican Party’s most powerful kingmaker and
the voice of the newly empowered Tea Party movement. Ms. Palin was anything but timid in
the midterm elections, endorsing dozens of candidates, including in some of the most high-
profile races.[4]

Indeed, most candidates won whom Sarah Palin had endorsed—resulting in “plenty of victories that Ms.
Palin and her allies have already begun to point to as evidence of her political prowess and her ability to
shape and direct the unwieldy frustration that is fueling American politics.”[5] A political analyst for CBS
News, Nicolle Wallace, stated: “My observation of Sarah Palin is that she is one of the shrewdest political
figures in our country at this moment.  She’s also one of the most electric.”[6]

Germany’s SPIEGEL ONLINE observed:

“If there was one true victor on election night  . . .  it was the Tea Party movement. . . .  What
matters now is whether the Tea Party can manage to establish itself as an independent power in
Washington, as a voice of dissent next to the Republicans—in order to profit even more from
the wave of dissatisfaction that is sweeping the land.”
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“Then anything would be possible in two years. Even the prospect of the former governor of
Alaska, Sarah Palin, as the first female president of the United States.”[7]

If Sarah Palin is a winner, one might ask: why include Todd Palin too?  Because he is a man’s man; and for
many men such as yours truly, the Palins are running as a team—as they did in Alaska—and Todd adds
legitimacy to Sarah Palin’s candidacy and potentially brings in male voters.  For far-Left and mainstream
Democrats alike, especially women, Hillary Clinton provided legitimacy to Bill Clinton’s runs for the
presidency, amidst almost non-stop allegations of peccadillos, adultery and worse.

As the 2012 elections loom, and as Barack Obama’s presidency effectively ends[8], Hillary and Bill Clinton
represent a team to which many Democrats may flock once again.  For members of the Tea Party movement
and Republicans and “disenchanted” Democrats, the Palins represent a breath of fresh air too.  Indeed, it is
not beyond the pale to believe that two women might face off for the American presidency in 2012, Sarah
Palin and Hillary Clinton, which would be historic!

© 2010, Timothy D. Naegele

[1] Timothy D. Naegele was counsel to the United States Senate’s Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs, and chief of staff to Presidential Medal of Freedom and Congressional Gold Medal recipient
and former U.S. Senator Edward W. Brooke (R-Mass).  He practices law in Washington, D.C. and Los
Angeles with his firm, Timothy D. Naegele & Associates, which specializes in Banking and Financial
Institutions Law, Internet Law, Litigation and other matters (see www.naegele.com
and http://www.naegele.com/naegele_resume.html).  He has an undergraduate degree in economics from
UCLA, as well as two law degrees from the School of Law (Boalt Hall), University of California, Berkeley,
and from Georgetown University.  He is a member of the District of Columbia and California bars.  He
served as a Captain in the U.S. Army, assigned to the Defense Intelligence Agency at the Pentagon, where
he received the Joint Service Commendation Medal.  Mr. Naegele is an Independent politically; and he is
listed in Who’s Who in America, Who’s Who in American Law, and Who’s Who in Finance and Business.
He has written extensively over the years (see, e.g., http://www.naegele.com/whats_new.html#articles), and
can be contacted directly at tdnaegele.associates@gmail.com

[2] Right after the 2010 elections, the Rasmussen polling organization released the following results, looking
ahead to the 2012 elections:

On the Republican side, it’s a dead heat between the ex-governors—Mitt Romney of
Massachusetts, Mike Huckabee of Arkansas and Sarah Palin of Alaska, according to a new
Rasmussen Reports national telephone survey of Likely GOP Primary voters.

Asked who they would vote for if the Republican presidential primary were held today, 20%
say Romney, 19% Huckabee and another 19% Palin. . . .

Romney and Palin are tied among male GOP voters, while Huckabee has a slight edge among
female voters.

In October 2009 when Likely Republican primary voters were given a choice of five potential
presidential nominees, Huckabee led with 29% support, followed by Romney with 24% of the
vote and Palin at 18%.

Rounding out the list of seven candidates chosen by Rasmussen Reports for the question, with
their levels of support, are former House Speaker Newt Gingrich (13%), Minnesota Governor
Tim Pawlenty (6%), Texas Congressman Ron Paul (5%) and Indiana Governor Mitch Daniels
(3%).  Seven percent (7%) prefer some other candidate, and eight percent (8%) are undecided.

See
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/general_politics/november_2010/gop_voters_like_three_candidates_best_for_2012

Thus, Sarah Palin has moved up in the polling results; and the full effects of Tea Party-supporter voting in
the GOP primaries may not be reflected in the Rasmussen polling data.

[3] See, e.g., http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/01/20/the-end-of-barack-obama (see postings beneath
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the article as well)

[4] See http://thecaucus.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/11/03/palin-proves-that-mama-grizzly-has-bite/

[5] See id; see also http://www.usatoday.com/life/television/news/2010-11-12-1Apalin12_CV_N.htm

[6] See http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2010/11/03/earlyshow/main7017707.shtml

Among the winners whom Palin endorsed: John Boozman of Arkansas for the U.S. Senate; Rand Paul of
Kentucky for the Senate; Kelly Ayotte of New Hampshire (which holds the first presidential primary) for
the Senate; Pat Toomey of Pennsylvania for the Senate; Susana Martinez of New Mexico for governor (who
may prove helpful with the growing block of Hispanic voters); and Nikki Haley of South Carolina for
governor (who may be helpful when Palin’s presidential campaign moves to South Carolina).

As the New York Times’ Michael D. Shear points out, there were losers too:

In Delaware, Ms. Palin all but created the Tea Party candidate Christine O’Donnell, helping
thrust the young woman onto the national political stage over the strenuous objections of the
Republican elite in Washington. And in the end, Ms. O’Donnell never had a chance, handing
what most likely would have been a Republican Senate seat to Democrats.

And in Nevada, Republican celebration was muted when their top target—Harry Reid, the
Senate’s majority leader—handily defeated Ms. Palin’s chosen candidate, Sharron Angle, to
return to Washington.

In Ms. Palin’s home state, Alaska, political turmoil still reigns thanks to her support of Joe
Miller, the Tea Party favorite who defeated Senator Lisa Murkowski in the state’s  Republican
primary this year. But with “write-ins” leading Mr. Miller, Ms. Murkowski may retain her seat.

Still, as potential 2012 presidential contenders begin lining up support and cashing in chits, Ms.
Palin will have plenty of places to look for support. In addition to the Senate and governors’
races, there are dozens of lesser-known House candidates who had earned her blessing.

See http://thecaucus.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/11/03/palin-proves-that-mama-grizzly-has-bite/

[7] See http://www.spiegel.de/international/world/0,1518,727235,00.html

[8] See, e.g., http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/01/20/the-end-of-barack-obama (see postings beneath
the article as well)
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