Amazon.com: A Question of Character the Life of John F Kennedy (9780029259658): Thomas Reeves: Books

11/10/10 7:12 PM

FREE Two-Day Shipping
on your next order

Hello, Timothy D. Naegele. We have recommendations for you. (Not Timothy?)
A Question of Character Timothy's
the
Life of John F Ke… (Hardcover)
by Thomas Reeves
Shop All Departments

Search

( 22)
308 used & new from $0.01

Books

Just so you know...
Amazon.com
Today's

Deals

Gifts & Wish Lists

Gift Cards

Feedback |

Help |

Y

Your Account | Help

This view is of the Paperback edition (1997) from Three Rivers Press. The Hardcover edition (1991) from Free Press that you originally viewed is
Books
the one you'll receive if you click the Add to Cart button at left.
Cart
Wish List

Advanced
Search

Browse
Subjects

Book sections

New
Releases

The New York
Times® Bestsellers

Bestsellers

Libros en
español

A Question of Character the Life of John F
Kennedy [Hardcover]

Front Cover
Copyright

Buy Used

> Ed

$3.31 & eligible for FREE Super

(22 customer reviews)

Cu

Saver Shipping on orders over $25.
Details

First Pages
Index

Textbooks

Used - Very Good See details

Thomas Reeves (Author)

Table of Contents

Bargain
Books

Fulfilled by Amazon

Available from these sellers.

Back Cover
Surprise Me!

or

29 new from $2.55
266 used from $0.01
13 collectible from $4.41

Search Inside This Book

Amazon
Price

Formats

Sample searches in this book:
presidential character

Sign in to turn on 1-Click ordering.

New
from

Used
from

Hardcover

--

$2.55

$0.01

Paperback

--

$12.99

$1.69

308 used & new from $0.01

Have one to sell?

Show 2 more formats
Share your own customer images

Share

Search inside another edition of this book

Tell the Publisher!
I’d like to read this book on Kindle
Don’t have a Kindle? Get your
Kindle here, or download a FREE
Kindle Reading App.

Customers Viewing This Page May Be Interested in These Sponsored Links
Headboards- Free Shipping
www.BedroomFurniture.com -

(What's this?)

Over 450 Headboard Styles, Starting at $79. Now Up to 60% Off!

Headboards Factory Sale
www.BedroomFurniturenMore.com

-

Save 30-60%. 500+ Headboards styles NationWide Free Shipping. Save Big

Tempur-Pedic® Foundations
www.TempurPedic.com - Support and Boost the Functionality of Your Mattress. Shop Now!
See a problem with these advertisements? Let us know

Advertise on Amazon

Customers Who Bought This Item Also Bought

Page 1 of 14

Back

Next

The Dark Side of
Camelot by Seymour M.
Hersh

An Unfinished Life:
John F. Kennedy, 1917
- 1963... by Robert Dallek

(111)

$11.55

President Kennedy:
Profile of Power by

A Thousand Days: John
F. Kennedy in t... by

Richard Reeves

Arthur M. Schlesinger...

(35)

(21)

$9.98

$14.96

(22)

$12.89

Editorial Reviews
From Publishers Weekly
This riveting biography by a University of Wisconsin history professor explores John Kennedy's character, assesses its influence on
his presidential decisionmaking and brings into focus the discrepancy between the Camelot image and the man himself. Reeves
reveals how indifferent Kennedy was to the moral and legal objections to the Bay of Pigs invasion, the overthrow of the Diem regime
in South Vietnam, and plans for the assassination of Fidel Castro. There is a wealth of new material here concerning JFK's often
precarious health, his relationship with his wife, his flagrant philandering. Reeves concludes that Kennedy abused his high position
for personal self-gratification, that his reckless liaisons with women and mobsters were "irresponsible, dangerous, and demeaning to
the office of chief executive." By the author of The Life and Times of Joe McCarthy , this is a solidly researched look at John
Kennedy's morals or his lack thereof. History Book Club main selection.
Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.
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Review
"Readers interested in a serious revisionist examination of Kennedy's life and record should look at A Question of Character, . . . a
book that, judging by Hersh's 'Chapter Notes,' seems not to have come to his attention. If it had, perhaps we would have been
spared The Dark Side of Camelot."
? Jonathan Yardley, in his Washington Post review of Seymour Hersh's The Dark Side of Camelot.
"The John Kennedy who emerges from these pages was not a man of good moral character. He was reared not to be good but to
win."
? Los Angeles Times
"It is the Marilyn Monroe chapter that speaks the loudest in this book of the incredible hubris of Jack and Bobby Kennedy. You have
to read it to believe it."
? Liz Smith -- Review --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.
See all Editorial Reviews
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30 of 35 people found the following review helpful:
A Good Amount of Detail, April 14, 2002
By John G. Hilliard

(Toronto Canada) - See all my reviews

This review is from: A Question of Character: A Life of John F. Kennedy (Paperback)

The title of the book says it all, A Question of Character. This is one
author's attempt at looking at the political life of President John F.
Kennedy's, before and during his time in the White House. It details the
differences in what the spin is and the private life that is described as
being close to Hugh Hefner's. We also get a very detailed and for me,
somewhat troubling, view of the constant controls his father, Joe
Kennedy's had of JFK throughout his career. Not that comforting given
the somewhat dubious reputation of Joe.
The author came close to a Kitty Kelly sex scandal tell all, but did not
completely let himself drop that low. I thought the author was almost
sad to be telling me, the reader, some of the less then faltering truths
here. Almost if he was a firm believer in Camelot and this book and
research pained him. Overall this is a well-written book that has some
interesting conclusions. The author could have spent more time on the
domestic policies and international issues that faced JFK to make the
account better rounded. I do not think it is the one-volume definitive
story of JFK, but it is a very good start.
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26 of 31 people found the following review helpful:
No hero worship, but not a chop-job either,
April 19, 2003
By chefdevergue

(Spokane, WA United States) - See all my reviews

This review is from: A Question of Character: A Life of John F. Kennedy (Paperback)

As he cuts through the myths of Camelot, Thomas Reeves could have
been content with dragging the name of JFK through the mud. That

Overall, a valuable character
study:
I enjoyed this biography - which is more a
character study than a strict biography - for
several reasons. Read more
Published 9 months ago by SusieQ

No question of character for the
real JFK
I was alive during the JFK presidency. I
watched and experienced his public life. How
can anyone with common sense and
historical knowledge conclude that JFK had
no personal... Read more
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certainly would have been easy enough to do; all the affairs, the
dubious origin of the family fortune, the murky ties with organized
crime...it all has the makings of a wonderful chop-job, a character
assassination.
However, Reeves rises above this. He acknowledges that good morals do
not necessarily make for a good president, and that an effective
president does not always have a scandal-free private life. This book
was written before the Clinton presidency, which would have made for
an interesting comparison.
Reeves is not content to throw one prurient revelation after another at
the reader; that is Kitty Kelly's job. He is interested in good history. How
did these moral defects apply to the man's ability to be an effective
president, and how did the president's effectiveness have an impact on
the course of our nation's history?
Reeves believes that important theme here isn't the questionable
behavior in and of itself, but the fact that Kennedy's lack of any real
commitment to anything but the acquisition and wielding of power
ultimately made him an overall weak president. Despite Democratic
control of Congress, Kennedy could get barely 25% of his legislation
passed in Congress in 1962-63. Members of Congress had little regard
for the man as a leader, and his luke-warm commitment on various
issues did little to induce the Congress to act on his legislation. Compare
that with LBJ, whose legislative success rate and mastery of Congress
between 1963 and 1966 stands in stark contrast.
Reeves does observe that JFK was beginning to grow into the office by
the time of his death, but stops short of predicting a glorious Kennedy
legacy had the man lived. It was far from a given that JFK could have
won re-election in 1964, and Reeves knows this.
Overall, this is an excellent example of a measured, critical biography
that contributes to the scholarly dialogue, rather than simply being a
"tell-all" book.
Help other customers find the most helpful reviews
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16 of 22 people found the following review helpful:
Character Does Count, November 10, 2002
By A Customer
This review is from: A Question of Character: A Life of John F. Kennedy (Paperback)

To those who want to get past the hype and drivel, Reeve's well written
and researched book makes a convincing case that yes, character does
matter. The argument that John Kennedy was a great, but flawed,
leader is shown by Reeves to be erroneous. The seeds of the Bay of Pigs
disaster was sown in Kennedy's youth. PT-109, interestingly, was the
first and only PT boat ever rammed by an enemy destroyer. Not on a
foggy night with the men topside, but in clear weather and daylight,
with Kennedy and his men below decks sleeping and swapping war
stories.
"My story about the collision is getting better all the time," Kennedy told
a friend after launching his political career. "Now I've got a Jew and a
Nigg-- in the story and with me being a Catholic, that's great."
Kennedy's bringing the U.S. to the brink of war was typical of the
disasters he'd made in his personal and military life. The real reason the
Soviets put missiles in Cuba was because of U.S. missiles in Turkey.
School children are seldom taught that the U.S. had to withdraw its
nukes from Turkey in exchange for the Soviets "backing down" in the
Western Hemisphere.
From the Kennedys' dealings with the mob to the wiretaps of Martin
Luther King, Jr., the fact that Kennedy could not remain faithful in a
marital relationship is hardly a dichotomy in leadership.
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Published on April 1, 2007 by T. Bacher

John F. Kennedy was not
someone to look up to
Thomas C. Reeves' fine book lays bare the
myth of "Camelot"-which the Kennedy family
and its sycophants have tried to perpetuate
since the day he was shot-as well as the
myths... Read more
Published on March 20, 2006 by Timothy D. Naegele

crud---avoid
As the leading civilian authority on the U.S.
Secret Service (and President Kennedy's
interaction with the agency), I was much
interested in this book by Thomas--not
relation... Read more
Published on January 3, 2006 by Vince Palamara

Informative, objective work
undercovering the real man
A very pleasurable reading, well researched,
a work that brings Kennedy to his real light
of man and politician and this is a useful
deed because the judgement of his
political... Read more
Published on October 5, 2004 by Lucio Sergio Catilina

A Question of Reeve's Motives
Emotive language, ridiculous assumptions,
damning with faint praise--it's all in this
book. Thomas C. Reeves fancies himself a
historical biographer. Read more
Published on September 30, 2003 by D. Bert
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So yes, Virginia, character does count. Now and in the latter part of the
1990s. Those who say it doesn't are probably also lacking in this area.
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